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An introduction to
Sri Guru Granth Sahib

Sri Guru Granth Sahib is the name by
which the holy Granth of the Sikhs is
commonly known. It is a voluminous
anthology of the sacred verse by six of the
ten Gurus whose compositions it carries and
of some of the contemporary saints and men
of devotion. The Granth is treated by the
followers as Word incarnate, the
embodiment and presence manifest or the
spirit of the ten historical Gurus (Guru
Nanak to Guru Gobind Singh). The
anthology was prepared by Guru Arjan Dev
(1563-1606), Nanak V. It was in the
beginning referred to as pothi, pothi sahib,
the revered Granth. It was treated with great
veneration. The Guru himself described the
pothi “as God’s own repository” (UgT YyHHg &
g3) (GG, 1226). It was also called the
Granth Sahib. The prefix “Guru” came to be
applied as Guru Gobind Singh ended, before
his passing, the line of personal Gurus.
“Granth Sahib” was designated as “Guru
Granth Sahib”. The Guru has declared the
Word to be the same as Guru (GG, 943).
Guru Amar Das, Nanak III, had announced
that for the sake of liberation, contemplation
of the Word was more efficacious than even
the sight of the Guru (GG, 594). Over the
years, the holy Granth has received the
honours due to the living Gurus. No Sikh
assembly can properly speaking be so named
unless the holy Granth be present in it. The
holy volume in wraps wherever located
commands the reverence that was shown the
living Gurus. The Holy Granth is the centre
of all Sikh usage and ceremony.

The Guru Granth Sahib - is today the
living Guru for the Sikhs. A simpler form
with a clear rural voice is Darbar Sahib, the
holy court. The contributors to the Guru
Granth Sahib came from a variety of class
and creedal background - there were among
them Hindus as also Muslims, “low” castes
as also “high” castes.

There were as many different
contributors as there were rhymes and
rhythms. The entire text was cast in verse
patterns of a wide variety. There were 31
different measures (ragas) used. They were
all set in padas (verses), astpadis (8 - stanza
hymns) and chhants (lyrics usually of 4
stanzas each) and longer compositions such
as vars in the order of the succession of the
authors. In the 1430 page recension which is
now the standard form and which carries the
statutory approval of the Shirmani
Gurdawara Parbandhak Committee in the
present-day Sikh complex the sequence of
contents is : the liturgical part (1-13), Siri
Raga (14-93), Majh (94-150), Gauri (151-346),
Asa (347-488), Gujari (489-526), Davagandhari
(527-536), Bihagara (537-556), Vadahansa (557-
594), Sorathi (595-659), Dhanasari (660-695),
Jaitsari (696-710), Todi (711-718), Bairari (719-
720), Tilang (721-727), Suhi (728-794), Bilaval
(795-858), Gaund (859-875), Ramkali (876-974),
Nat narain (975-983), Mali Gaura (984-988),
Maru (989-1106), Tukhari (1107-1117), Kedara
(1118-1124), Bhairau (1125-1167), Basant
(1168-1196), Sarang (1197-1253), Malar (1254-
1293), Kanara (1294-1318), Kalian (1319-1326),
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Prabhati (1327-1351), Jaijavanti (1352-1353),
Salok Sahaskriti (1353-1360), Gatha, Phuneh
and Chaubole (1360-1364), Salok Kabir (1364-
1377), Salok Farid (1377-1384), Savaiyye (1385-
1409), additional salok (1410-1429),
Mundavani, and Ragmala (1429-1430).

The bani, or word revealed, was held in
great veneration by the Sikhs even before the
Holy Volume was compiled. It was equated
with the Guru himself. “The bani is the
Guru and the Guru bani,” says Guru Ram
Das in Raga Nat Narain (GG, 982). The bani
echoed the Divine Truth; it was the voice of
God - “the Lord’s own word,” as said Guru
Nanak in the Guru Granth Sahib. Guru
Amar Das (GG, 515) :

vahu, vahu, bani nirankar hai

tis jevad avar na koe

Hail, hail, the word of the Guru, which is
the Lord Formless Himself;

There is none other, nothing else to be
reckoned equal to it.

The compilation of the Holy Granth, a
momentous event in Sikh history, is generally
described in the briefest terms. The Sacred
Volume was prepared by Guru Arjan (1563-
1606) and the first copy was calligraphed by
Bhai Gurdas (1551-1636) at his dictation -
this is all we learn from most of the sources.
What amount of planning, minute attention
to detail and diligent and meticulous work it
involved is slurred over. An old text which
gives some detailed information is the
Gurbilas Cheevin Patshahi. Written in 1718,
this, in fact, is the oldest source. Although
it does not go into the technical and literary
minutiae, it broadly describes the process
from the beginning of the transcription of the
Holy Volume to its installation in the newly-
built Harimandar at Amritsar.

Why Guru Arjan undertook the task is

variously explained. One commonly accepted
assumption is that the codification of the
Gurus compositions into an authorized
volume was begun by him with a view to
preserving them from garbling by schismatic
groups and others. According to the Mahima
Prakash (1776), he set to work with the
announcement; “As the Panth (Community)
has been revealed unto the world, so there
must be the Granth (Book), too.” By
accumulating the canon, Guru Arjan wished
to affix the seal on the sacred Word. It was
also to be the perennial fountain of
inspiration and the means of self-
perpetuation for the community.

Guru Arjan called Bhai Gurdas to his
presence and expressed to him the wish that
the sacred verse be collected. Messages were
sent to the disciples to gather and transmit
to him the hymns of his predecessors.

Baba Mohan, son of Guru Amar Das,
Nanak III, had manuscript collections of the
Gurus’ hymns inherited from his father.
Bhai Gurdas travelled to Goindval to bring
these pothis, but the owner refused to see
him. Bhai Buddha, one of the oldest and
most revered Sikhs from Guru Nanak’s days,
was similarly turned away from the door.
Then Guru Arjan went himself. He sat in
the street below Mohan’s attic serenading
him on his tambura. Mohan was disarmed to
hear the hymn. He came downstairs with the
pothis and presented these to the Guru. As
says the Gurbilas, the pothis were placed on
a palanquin bedecked with precious stones.
The Sikhs carried it on their shoulders and
Guru Arjan walked behind barefoot. He
refused to ride his horse, saying that the
pothis were the very spirit, the very light of
the four Gurus - his predecessors.

The cavalcade broke journey at Khadur
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Sahib to make obeisance at shrines sacred to
Guru Angad. Two kos from Amritsar, it was
received by Hargobind, Guru Arjan’s young
son, accompanied by a large number of
Sikhs. He bowed at his father’s feet and
showered petals in front of the pothis. Guru
Arjan, Hargobind, Bhai Gurdas and Bhai
Buddha now bore the palanquin on their
shoulders and marched towards Amritsar led
by musicians, with flutes and drums.
Reaching Amritsar, Guru Arjan first went to
the Harimandar to offer karah prasad in
gratefulness.

To quote the Gurbilas again, an
attractive spot in the thick of a forest on the
outskirts of Amritsar was marked out by
Guru Arjan. So dense was the foliage that
not even a moonbeam could pry into it. It
was like panchbati itself, peaceful and
picturesque. A tent was hoisted in this
idyllic setting. Here Guru Arjan and Bhai
Gurdas started work on the sacred volume.

The making of the Granth was no easy
task. It involved sustained labour and a
rigorous intellectual discipline. Selections had
to be made from a vast amount of material.
Besides the compositions of the four
preceding Gurus and Guru Arjan who
himself was a poet with a rare spiritual
insight, there were songs and hymns by
saints, both Hindu and Muslim. What was
genuine had to be sifted from what was
counterfeit. Then the selected material had
to be assigned to appropriate musical
measures and transcribed in a minutely laid
out order.

Guru Arjan carried out the work with
extraordinary exactness. He arranged the
hymns in thirty different ragas, or musical
patterns. A precise method was followed in
setting down the compositions. First came

sabdas by the Gurus in the order of their
succession. Then came astpadis, chhants,
vars, and other poetic forms in a set order.
The compositions of the Gurus in each raga
were followed by those of the Bhaktas in the
same format. Gurmukhi was the script used
for the transcription.

According to Bhai Gurdas testimony, the
text had been transcribed by Bhadon vadi
Ekam 1661/1 August 1604. At the head of the
index he recorded: “Sammat 1661 miti
bhadon vadi Ekam 1661 he had reached this
spot where the index was to begin after
completing the writing of the Granth.” The
index, giving the opening words of each
sabda or hymn and pagination, is itself a
marvel of scholarly fastidiousness. A genius,
unique in spiritual intuition and not
unconcerned with methodological design, had
created a scripture with an exalted mystical
tone and a high degree of organization. It
was large in size - nearly 7,000 hymns,
comprising compositions of the first five Sikh
Gurus and fifteen Bhaktas and Sufis from
different parts of India, including Shaikh
Farid, Kabir and Ravidas. The Sacred
Volume consisted of 974 leaves, or 1948
pages, 12”7 x 8”, with several blank ones at
the end of a raga where there were not
sabdas enough to fill the section assigned to
it. The site of these marvellous labours is
now marked by a shrine called Ramsar.

The completion of the Granth Sahib
was, says the Gurbilas, celebrated with much
jubilation. In thanksgiving, karah prasad was
prepared in huge quantities. Sikhs came in
large numbers to see the Holy Granth. They
were rejoiced in their hearts by a sight of it
and bowed before it to pay homage. Among
the visitors was Bhai Banno who had led a
group of Sikhs from Mangat, in western
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Punjab. Guru Arjan who knew him as a
devoted Sikh, instructed him to go to Lahore
and have the Granth bound. He had the
volume bound and returned to Amritsar as
fast as he could.

At Amritsar, he was received with due
ceremony. He enjoined the Sikhs to own the
Granth equal with the Guru and make no
distinction between the two. “He who would
wish to see the Guru, let him see the
Granth. He who would seek the Guru’s
word, let him read the Granth with love and
attention.”

Guru Arjan asked the sikhs where the
Granth Sahib be installed. Bhai Buddha
spoke, “You are omniscient, Master : But
there is no place more suitable than the
Harimandar.” The Guru was happy to hear
these words, “like one who had sighted the
new moon.” He then recited the praise of the
Harimandar : “There is nothing like it in all
the three worlds. Harimandar is like the ship
- the means for the people to cross over the
worldly ocean triumphantly. A new joy
pervades here every day. A sight of it annuls
all sins.”

It was decided to spend the night at
Ramsar and return to Amritsar the next
morning. The Granth Sahib rested on a seat
under the canopy, whereas the Guru and the
Sikhs slept on the ground.

A disciple had to be chosen to take
charge of the Granth Sahib. As says the
gurbilas, Guru Arjan lay awake through the
night reflecting on the question. His choice
finally fell on Bhai Buddha whose devotion
was universally applauded. As they awoke,
the Guru and his Sikhs made ablutions in
Ramsar. The former thereupon practised his

wonted meditation. At dawn, the entire
sangat marched towards Harimandar. Bhai
Buddha carried the Holy Granth on his head
and Guru Arjan walked behind swinging the
fly-whisk over it. Musicians sang sabdas.
Thus they reached the Harimandar. The
Granth Sahib was ceremonially installed in
the centre of the inner sanctuary. The date
was Bhadon sudi 1, 1661 Bk/16 August 1604.
Bhai Buddha opened it with reverence to
obtain from it the divine command, as Guru
Arjan stood in attendance behind. The
following hymn was read as God’s own
pronouncement for the occasion :

He Himself has aided his saints in their task,
He Himself has come to see their task
accomplished.
Blessed is the earth, blessed the tank;
Blessed is the tank with amrit, nectar, filled.
Nectar everfloweth the tank; He has had the
task completed;
Eternal is the Perfect Being,
His praises Vedas and Puranas sing.
The Creator has bestowed on me the nine
treasures, and all the charisms,
No lack do I suffer now.
Enjoying His largesse, bliss have I attained,
Ever-expanding is the Lord’s bounty.
HI™ & amaft Wi aBfemT
gfa sy Fareie wfemT a il
niar - 783
Guru Arjan Dev Ji directed that during
daytime the Holy Granth should remain in
the Harimandar and by night, after the Sohila
was read, it should be taken to the room he
had built for himself in Guru-ka-Mahal. As
evening advanced by two watches, Bhai
Buddha recited the Sohila and made the
concluding ardas or supplication. The Granth
Sahib was closed and wrapped in silks. Bhai
Buddha held it on his head and marched
towards the chamber indicated by Guru
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Arjan. The Guru led the sangat singing
hymns. The Granth Sahib was placed on the
appointed seat, and the Guru slept on the
ground by its side. Daily in the small hours
of the morning as the stars twinkle in the
pool below, the Holy Granth is taken out in
state to the Harimandar and brought by night
to rest - now, in a room at the Akal Takht.
The practice continues to this day. But the
volume is not the same. That original copy
was taken to Kartarpur when Guru Arjan’s
successor, Guru Hargobind, left Amritsar in
1634. There it passed into the possession of
his grandson, Dhir Mall. It has since
remained in that family.

In the Sikh system, the word Guru is
used only for the ten prophet-preceptors,
Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind Singh, and for
none other. Now this office of Guru is
fulfilled by the Guru Granth Sahib, the
Sacred Granth, which was so apotheosized
by the last Guru, Guru Gobind Singh,
before he passed away in 1708. No living
person, however holy or revered, can have
the title or status of Guru. For Sikhs, Guru
is the holy teacher, the prophet under direct
commission from God - the Ten who have
been and the Guru Granth Sahib which is
their continuing visible manifestation.

Guru Gobind Singh manifested the
Khalsa in 1699. In 1708, he supplied another
permanent and final feature in the evolution
of the Sikh faith when he installed the Holy
Scripture as Guru. This is how the Bhatt
Vahi Talauda Parganah Jind describes the
event :

Guru Gobind Singh mahal dasman beta
Guru Tegh Bahadur ka pota Guru Hargobind
Ji ka parpota Guru Arjan Ji ka bans Guru
Ram Das Ji ki Surajbansi Gosal gotra Sodhi

Khatri basi Anandpur parganah Kahlur mugam
Nander tat Godavari des dakkhan sammat
satran sai painsath kartik mas ki chauth
shukla pakkhe budhvar ke dihun Bhai Daya
Singh se bachan hoya Sri Granth Sahib lai ao
bachan pai Daya Singh Sri Granth Sahib lai
aye guru ji ne panch paise narial age bheta
rakha matha teka sarbatt sangat se kaha mera
hukam hai meri jagah Sri Granth Ji ko janana
jo sikh janega tis ki ghal thaen paegi guru tis
ki bahuri karega sat kar manana.

Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Master,
son of Guru Tegh Bahadur, grandson of
Guru Hargobind, great-grandson of Guru
Arjan, of the family of Guru Ram Das,
Surajbansi Gosal clan, Sodhi Khatri, resident
of Anandpur, parganah Kahlur, now at
Nanded, on the Godavari bank in the
Deccan, asked Bhai Daya Singh, on
Wednesday, shukla chauth of the month of
Kartik, 1765 Bk (6 October 1708), to fetch
the Sri Granth Sahib. The Guru placed
before it five pice and a coconut and bowed
his head before it. He said to the sangat, “It
is my commandment: Own Sri Granthji in
my place. He who so acknowledges it will
obtain his reward. The Guru will rescue
him. Know this as the truth. According to
Giani Garja Singh, who discovered this
entry, the author was Narbud Singh Bhatt,
who was with Guru Gobind Singh at
nanded at that time.

Bhat Vahis are a new source of
information discovered by Giani Garja Singh
(1904-77), a dogged searcher for materials on
Sikh history. The Bhatts were hereditary
panegyrists, genealogists or family bards. (A
group of them were introduced to Guru
Arjan by Bhatt Bhikkha, who himself had
become a disciple in the time of Guru Amar
Das. According to Bhai Gurdas, Var XI. 21,
and Bhai Mani Singh Sikhan di Bhagat Mala,
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he had earlier visited Guru Arjan with the
sangat of Sultanpur Lodhi). Those of them
who came into the Sikh fold composed
hymns in honour of the Gurus which were
entered in the Guru Granth Sahib by Guru
Arjan.

These Bhatts also recorded events of the
lives of the Gurus and of the members of
their families in their scrolls called vahis.
Some of these vahis are preserved to this day
in the families, especially at the village of
Karsindhu, in Jind diestrict of Haryana. The
script in which they are written is called
Bhataksri - a kind of family code like lande
and mahajani. The only known scholar to
have worked with these materials was Gian
Garja Singh.

Several other old Sikh documents also
attest the fact of succession having been
passed on by Guru Gobind Singh to the
Guru Granth Sahib. For instance, the
Rahitnama by Bhai Nand Lal, one of Guru
Gobind Singh’s disciples remembered to this
day for his elegant Persian poetry in honour
of the Gurus. In his Rahitnama, or code of
conduct, Bhai Nand Lal, who was at Nanded
in the camp of Emperor Bahadur Shah as
one of his ministers at the time of Guru
Gobind Singh’s passing away, thus records
his last words in his Punjabi verse :

He who would wish to see the Guru,

Let him come and see the Granth.

He who would wish to speak with him,

Let him read and reflect upon what says the
Granth.

He who would wish to hear his word,

He should with all his heart read the
Granth, or listen to the Granth being read.

Another of Guru Gobind Singh’s
disciples and associates, Bhai Prahlad Singh,
records in his Rahitnama, the Guru’s
commandment :

By the word of the Timeless One,

Has the Khalsa been manifested.

This is my commandment for all of my

Sikhs :

You will acknowledge Granth as the Guru.

wriarT FET WaB a1 I9T BTG g

A iy & gav & Ig Hfs6 gl

In Gurbilas Patshahi 10 (author Kuir

Singh; the year of writing 1751), Guru
Gobind Singh is quoted as saying :

This is no more the age for a personal Guru

to be anointed

I shall not place the mark on anyone’s

forehead.

All sangat is owned as Khalsa now, under

the shelter of the Almighty Himself,

They are now to the Word attached.

He who believes is the Sikh par excellence.

On the Guru Granth Should he put his

reliance,

To none else should he direct his adoration.

All his wishes the Guru will bring to

fulfilment,

This he should believe,

Casting away all dubiety.

Another authority that may relevantly
be quoted is Devaraja Sharma’s
Nanakacandrodayamahakavyam, an old
Sanskrit manuscript which has recently been
published by Sanskrit University, Varanasi.
It records Guru Gobind Singh’s proclamation
that the Scripture would be the Guru after
him. “While the Master lay on his deathbed,
Nand Lal (?) came forward and asked the
following question : “‘Who shall be the object
of our discourses?” The Master replied, “The
Granth, which itself is the doctrine of the
Guru, shall be your teacher. This is what you
should see; this is what you should honour;
this is what should be the object of your
discourses.”

(Courtesy : The Encyclopedia of Sikhism)
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 79, issue Oct., 2016)

An ignorant person says that the man
having cotton will be able to climb the
mountain faster. How can he? He too has the
same weight. Therefore, whether man is
bound by the burden of pious deeds or of
evil deeds, both are hurdles in the way of
attaining to God.

First, man should understand what deed
is, when he understands that -

‘In performing good acts, he looks not for
reward.” P. 274

JIH 9T < f5Taar Il

Guru Sahib says that, then, his deeds
start bearing fruit -

‘He, who performs the Guru’s service
without desire for reward, attains to the
Lord.” P. 286

A=T §93 Jfe fsgamit il
fam a€ d3 yarufs it
How to give up ‘egoism’? There are
numerous examples. Cassettes and pages of
‘Atam Marg’ magazine are replete with
them. A book entitled ‘Kiv Sachiara Hoey’
(comprising about 700 to 800 pages) has been
published recently. In that book, Bhai Tiloka
has explained it to the princess in great
detail. She is a young girl who does not
know: ‘What is God? What is meeting Him?
What is soul?” She knows nothing about
these things. In that book of 800 pages, it has
been explained how one can do deeds
without desire for reward. In the same vein

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

are other books. Read carefully all the books
published by the ‘Atam Marg’, and march
forward. All the paths and methods have
also been given in them. Then there are
about a thousand films. The target of all is
the same. They guide one on the path of
spiritual attainment, because they are all
based on Gurbani. Nothing is from my side.
I have said nothing on my own. I am only a
preacher, an explicator of Gurbani. Guru
Sahib is getting this service from me. He has
bestowed on me the understanding and
intellect that I may catch the subtle essence
and then convey it to you. Now too I have
spoken as per the Guru’s edict for today. As
soon as I heard it, it came to my mind that
this is the Guru’s command. How should it
remain lodged in our understanding? How
should we live our life according to it? How
should we conduct ourselves in the world?

Now, the simple and easy method
before us is: ‘Reflect on Gurbani and keep
the company of the holy.” If a true and
perfect one is not found, keep the company
of a Gursikh. A Gursikh is no less than a
saint. Keep the company of one who is
following the path of spirituality and
advancing. In simple words, follow him:
‘How does he live? What does he eat? What
does he wear? How does he deal with the
world? How does he perform his ablutions?’
Since he is proceeding towards some goal, he
is doing so after attending to his personal
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hygienic needs.

By meeting such a Gurmukh (Guruward
or God-directed), you will find the path. If
you love that Gurmukh, it will increase
confidence in you as also the ability to
accept God’s Will and Ordinance. So, keep
the company of the God-directed. That is
why, Guru Sahib started the practice of
holding holy congregations. Everybody’s aura
is being formed here, which is impacting one
and all. So, reflecting on this Gurbani,
continue marching forward slowly and
steadily. Considering worldly pre-occupations
ephemeral, withdraw yourself from them.
However, you have to do all your duties.
This does not mean giving up your offices or
positions - such as, managership or
chairmanship of a school or an organization.
Man has to do everything for which he is
responsible or which he is entrusted with,
otherwise, all the management
administration will go awry. So doing your
duties and fulfilling your responsibilities,
continue marching ahead on the path of
truth. The easiest method is: Obtain the
‘chant’ from the ‘Panj Piaras’ (Five Beloved
Ones) and recite and contemplate it; don’t
stray from the path shown by Gurbani; don’t
trespass its bounds and jump outside; act
within the limits prescribed in it. This is the
‘Grand Trunk Road’. Bhai Gurdas Ji calls it
‘gaadi rah’ (highway; or main route). Continue
treading on this path. Always step forward,
and never backward. Examine the thoughts
that cross your mind at a particular moment
and see whether they suit you or not. He
who does not examine his mind and the
thoughts occurring to it suffers a fall because
his mind gains victory over him. But if we
act wisely and carefully, we will continue

and

advancing slowly and steadily. It is the law
of nature that -
‘Not even a little of one’s effort is lost.”

far ar wifewr feq 35 a7 grevet i

In the next birth, you will start from the
point or level of advancement you have
achieved in this incarnation.

Satnam Singh passed away. He was in
the Police Department but his temperament
was not that of Policemen. He used to come
here at night to do duty during ‘Akhand
Paths’ [uninterrupted reading/recitation of
the entire Guru Granth Sahib]. He used to
come here when the office closed, and
rendered a lot of service. His body died in
an accident. But whatever he has gained
spiritually has come to him; that won’t be
finished. He will get a new body, and his
new life will start soon. We don’t die; we put
on a new dress. We give up one dress, when
it gets worn out. Medicines have been tried
on the body and there are no chances of its
getting restored to health. Well, give it up
and pray to God, “Now it is Thy will. Give
whatever kind of dress you wish to.” It is
He (God) who is to grant the new vesture -

‘By man’s actions is acquired the vesture of
human incarnation;

By God’s grace is attained the Door of
Liberation.’ p. 2

JIHT mTe JUIT FEdT HY T Il

You will get the physical robe by your
actions. Sometimes, a man will get the robe
of a man, sometimes, a woman will get the
vesture of a man. Sometimes man may get
the robe of a tiger, and sometimes, even a
tiger may get the birth of a man. The
physical robe is to be granted by Lord God,
but man’s deeds do not go in vain; they
remain accumulated in his name. I won't
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relate further stories because they are of
‘Jarh-Bharat’. [There occurs a story in
‘Bhagwat’ that there was a king named
Bharat who had a pet deer. At the time of
his death, his mind was filled with love for
his deer. As a result, he got deer-incarnation.
Thereafter, giving up the deer-existence, he
was born in the household of a Brahmin.
Since he had knowledge of his previous
births, he spent insentient life.] One life he
spent as a deer, but his knowledge of earlier
birth was not annulled. He became a deer
because he was filled with desire. When he
got human birth again, all the knowledge of
previous births was with him. Knowledge of
previous births is not destroyed. Your deeds
are never destroyed; they will always remain
your own, even if you go through millions of
births. Your deeds will continue travelling
with you through all your incarnations.
Deeds without any desire for reward are not
accomplished by merely saying so. This is a
state of inner knowledge, where man rises
above deeds. Then -

’

.. man accepts as good all that God does.’
P. 612

So, lead your life in this manner. Read
Gurbani; get up early in the ambrosial hours
of the morning; never give up attending the
company of the holy. Even if you suffer
material loss, do attend holy congregations
because the way to spirituality and union
with the Lord for which we have come into
the world, will be found from there. On
other days, scum is falling on us. The dark
waves of Kaliyuga are flowing. There is light
only in the holy congregation, where you are
sitting at present. A white wave is rising
from here, which, by illumining our minds,
is trying to remove the darkness of Kaliyuga.

We come after seven days. This too is good
that six holy congregations are held in a
month. Continue attending them; you will
find the way from here itself. Remember
one thing that you have to meet and unite
with God. As yet, nothing has been
achieved; so, come to the holy congregation
from where you will find the way. In fact,
if man becomes aligned with Guru Granth
Sahib, he will find the way in every hymn.
There is no hymn in which the way to
uniting with God has not been explained.
Now, this hymn consists of seven to eight
verses. How easy and simple is the path
outlined therein! You can write a big book
on it. You can reflect as much as you like.
But Guru Sahib has packed all the
knowledge in a few verses. Now the need
is to understand and imbibe it and practise
it in life.

Holy congregation! this is enough. But I
have to make a request to you: Do not stop
coming to the holy congregation, whether I
come or not. This body of mine is yet not so
strong and healthy. I was lying, but your
‘bibi” woke me up and said - you should go;
the holy congregation is in progress. Lying
there, I was feeling much tired. The body is
still weak. But within me, I am perfectly all
right. This body-vesture is worn out; it
pinches and refuses to stand by me.
Therefore, whether I am present or not, you
must come into the august presence of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib. It is Sri Guru Granth
Sahib who is to show you the way, and not
any man. Men come and go. They leave after
rendering whatever service is entrusted to
them. They go elsewhere where holy
congregation is being held.

So, don’t stop coming thinking that ‘Baba
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Ji’ is no more. Someday both ‘Baba Ji’ and
‘Bibi Ji’ will be no more, but you should not
give up coming to the holy congregation. You
have found this path. Continue treading on
it steadfastly. Spend your life carefully and
watchfully. Our joy and welfare lie in it.

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa,
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh.

Chapter - XX

A Disciple must be dead to the world

Invocation: True and Supremeis God’s Name.
Blessed is Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

Afg&™ {t @fogg

4% Al gg 3739 €< Al HaaH Il

‘Prostrate salutation and obeisance 1 make
many a time before the Omnipotent Lord, the
Possessor of all powers.

Reach me Thy hand, O Lord and save me from
wavering, says Nanak.’ P. 256

FF1T €5 #fsd 579 AIT IBT AHTY ||
583 3 g7 yg 33 € Jlg gl
After wandering and wandering O Lord, I have
come and entered Thy sanctuary.
O Master, Nanak’s prayer is:
Attach me to Thy devotional service.”

P. 289
feaz feaa ya »wifewmm yfonm 36 AaaTfe il
373d a yg 8531 Myat garst sfe

Refrain: O merciful Master and Saviour,
Save Nanak, slave of your house.
ggaT - I JYSIT SfEHTST,
3759 WT & di® Al -2, 2.

‘O Master, Thou art my Beneficent Lord, the
Cherisher and the Spouse.

Every moment, Thou nursest me.

I, Thy child, have Thy support alone.

With one tongue of mine,

What excellences of Thine can I narrate.
Infinite and limitless art Thou, O Lord.
Thine end no one knows. Pause.

Thou destroy millions of my sins and
instruct me in many ways.

I am ignorant, with little and trifling
understanding.

Save me Thou, by Thy holy innate nature.

I seek Thy protection as Thou alone art my
hope and sympathetic friend.

O merciful Master and Saviour, save Nanak,
the slave of your house.’ P. 673-74

33 g & faz It sIbA I

dfe yatq aHTd ¥

wfsa fagl asTeg il

IH HIaP™s WY HIF &t

IH WYE fage qe=T I

FHdl AIfE UG AT

¥ It AAG FIB Il

TYd TYIT EfHET

aToqd Wa o di& |l

Revered saintly congregation! Loud be

thy utterance, “True and Supreme is God’s
Name’. Restricting your work and business,
you have come from distant places after
travelling for hours together by trucks and
tractor-trolleys. It is with Guru Sahib’s
boundless grace that we have congregated
here. For the last three days, we have been
discussing whether we can meet God in this
very life. Some of us have spent their life-
time hearing views on this subject. Either we
do not find the right path, or nobody
enlightens us about it. Either of the two is
the case - this is what we are discussing.

On the first day was discussed: “What
is the value of the Name Divine? What is
the greatness and glory of the Name?' The
Name is present within every man. It (the
Name) does not come from outside.
Mistakenly do we say: ‘I have obtained the
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Name-boon’. Only yesterday, a woman said
to me: “We have already obtained the Name.
Kindly make our ‘Name’ move or work.” I
said to her, “Good woman! the Name does
not move. It is within man. It has to be
revealed or manifested. The Name is not
obtained from anybody. It is wrong to say,
“I have obtained the Name from such and
such person.” The Name is within the
power and authority of the ‘Satguru’ (True
Holy Preceptor). It has to be lighted and
manifested or revealed. The True Guru
grants the holy chant. Chants are infinite.
Our chant is -

‘Waheguru (God’s Name) is the Guru-
bestowed chant by reciting or contemplating
which is annulled egoism.”

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/12

efagg govg I Afu I@H det

Since, it is all the problem of ego, if
‘egoism’ is destroyed, then God is beheld
within. He is not present anywhere outside.
So long as man does not restrict his
consciousness from outward things and take
it inwards, and simultaneously does not
regard the ‘thing’ lodged within as precious
or valuable, it (consciousness) does not
become inward-directed and remains
dispersed and diffused. It goes out again and
again because such is its nature. Restraining
it, we have to focus it on one point. Then the
Guru tells us the means or method: ‘You
have to follow this code of conduct and
behaviour in the world. You have to deal
with the people in the world in this manner.’
This cannot be achieved and imbibed in five
to seven holy congregations. Otherwise,
however, the ‘Atam Marg’ has been in
publication for five years now. Twenty to
twenty five books too have been printed.
Thoughts continue coming and accordingly,

books are being published. It is a vast
subject. On the other hand, imbibing it in
our life is also a big task, because half of
our life is gone and it is not easy to cleanse
it in a short period of time. Well! there is a
method all right. We have prayed here now:
“O Sovereign! I am unable to understand. I
cannot find the way by which I can see the
Lord and gain union with Him. Kindly take
me as a servant in your Mansion.” We have
already recited this ‘Shabad’ (hymn). It is
excellent -

‘O merciful Master and Saviour, save Nanak,
the slave of your house.’ P. 674

JYg JYBIT efesT
33T WT & TS|
But none of us is ready to be a servant,
because who is a slave or a servant?

‘A boughten slave always remains engaged
in the Master’s service.
Knows he neither hunger, nor sleep, nor
craving for food, nor rest.’

Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/18

Ji®sT H® Ydle a'd AeTI
3T I3 39 & aie & yreT AeeT
Four things have been mentioned, which
the slave does -
‘He grinds grains in the handmill and carries
water;
He waves fan over the Master and washes
his feet.”
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/18
yigfe dfe Aete yet =T
yg et grarte yar vis G
Bhai Gurdas has mentioned here eight
‘rehats’ (rules of conduct) for a slave or
servant; so don’t say casually: ‘Let me
become a slave.” A slave has neither any
opinion of his own, nor any right, and nor
can any law help him or come to his rescue.
He has been bought like a head of cattle.
Earlier, human beings used to be bought and
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sold.

There has been a king of Afghanistan.
He was a very noble ruler. Later, he became
a Sufi Saint [a monastic sect of Muslims].
He bought an excellent slave after careful
selection. He bought such a one as was
handsome in appearance, polite in speech
and sincere in work. Pleased with his work,
the king thought of giving him a few
concessions. Good slaves managed to get
concessions from their masters. Qutubudin
Aibak was a slave of Mohammad Gauri.
Mohammed Gauri gave the throne of Delhi
to him because he had performed the duties
of a slave fully and admirably.

So the king (of Afghanistan) summoned
his slave and said, “O slave! I have four
questions for you. Answer them. First
question is: ‘What do you want to eat? That
is, what are your food preferences? - What
do you eat in the morning, what at noon,
what in the evening and what do you eat at
night? When do you take milk and when do
you drink some juice etc.? Tell me about it.
Accordingly, shall I issue instructions.” It was
a very good offer. ‘Secondly, what kind of
clothes do you wish to wear? Do you wish
to wear any special suits or royal dress? I
will get your dresses stitched accordingly.’
Thirdly, the king said, “What is your name
because we summon you by calling you
‘slave’? Tell us your name. Then we shall
call you by this name.” Fourthly, he said,
“When do you want to wake up and when
to go to sleep? Do you want rest during day-
time too? At what time do you want to get
up in the morning? We will act accordingly.
We will summon you at that hour.”

He replied, “Your majesty! your offer is
based on humanity. A good man wishes to
make others also happy and comfortable. But

you have forgotten one thing that I am a
boughten person. I have neither any faith nor
religion. You can call me by any name - dog,
cat or any other, I will respond to your call.
If you ask me my former name, that is very
big. Nobody can call me by that name; there
are many titles attached to it, such as Khan
Bahadur, Rai Bahadur etc. now I have
become a slave. You can give me any name.
That will be acceptable to me. Secondly, give
me the clothes in which you want to see me
dressed. Thirdly, I will wake up and go to
sleep as per your commands and
instructions. As regards eating habits and
food preferences, I cannot count them.
Earlier, if there was little or less of salt in
food, I would create an upheaval. If there
was a little less or more of chilly, or the food
was not tasty, I would dismiss the cook. But
now I am a slave. I have to eat whatever
food you give - clean or unclean, fresh or
stale, even leavings and dry crumbs.”

So, we have requested Guru Sahib to
take us as slaves in his abode. But we
cannot fulfil any of the instructions of Guru
Sahib. We will become slaves but retain
pride and arrogance: ‘Sir! this is not
acceptable. Don’t do this.” But a slave has no
right. Now what right an animal has? Will
the Police come to haul you up for
slaughtering and eating a goat or a chicken?
Birds and animals have no right.

So, it is very difficult because the path
we are considering for becoming a Sikh
(Guru’s disciple), as to how God can be
attained, mental tendency for this has to be
inculcated.

‘A boughten slave always remains engaged
in the Master’s service.
Knows he neither hunger, nor sleep, nor

craving for food, nor rest.”
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 3/18
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Ji®T H& yale ad HeaT!
a7 37 3¥ & 3l 5 yreT AeeT
Four things are required in a slave. But
we have all - hunger and sleep, desire for
food and rest. Guru Sahib says - ‘Get up
early in the morning -

‘After taking bath, remember thou thy Lord;
thus shall thy soul and body be disease-free.”

P. 611
H& 36 g8 Hddl |l
Wake up and then bathe. Then meditate
on God’s Name. Then both your mind and
body shall be freed of maladies. We do not
agree with this edict of Guru Sahib. On the
other hand, we say, “O True Sovereign! it is
difficult to get up early; who will take
bath?” We are lazy. All do not have geysers;
they are quite expensive. Guru Sahib says,
“Bathe in whatever water, hot or cold, you
get.” Earlier, people used to bathe in cold
water. Only rare ones heated water. Now our
habits have changed. Therefore, we cannot
accept the Guru’s condition. Then who is at
fault?
‘Kabir, what can the True Guru do, when his
disciples are at fault?

Not even one word of the Guru is imbibed
by the blind man. It is like blowing into a

bamboo.’ P. 1372
91 AT AfIId famT ad

A frum v g il

Ha 8 & rarel fHE g7 gaEtd g Il

What can the Perfect True Holy
Preceptor Guru Nanak Sahib do? The fault
lies in us. We hear discourses but they do
not impact us like the wind blown through
a bamboo. The Guru’s sermon does not
abide in our heart, otherwise, only a few
utterances are enough; hours-long discourses
are not needed to transform man. So, what
we were discoursing yesterday was -

‘With the gift of human incarnation granted
to thee,

Now is thy opportunity to have union with
the Lord.’ P. 12

FET YTUfT HgY STl
gifée fwse at fea 39t gatnmi

But unless and until capable and
omnipotent Guru is met, there is no success.
On this path, you need a teacher. First are
worldly or secular teachers, who teach in
schools, colleges and universities; second are
spiritual teachers and preceptors, and third
are those who come into the world only
occasionally. Such holy preceptors come when
injustice and disorder rule the world. Satguru
Nanak Sahib was one such preceptor. We
should take pride in the fact that our Master
is so great that God Himself said to him, “O
Nanak! I am ‘Parbrahm Parmeshar’ [God, the
Transcendent One] and you are ‘Guru-
parmeshar’ [God, the holy Preceptor]. He
who obeys you and loves you will come into
my court, and I will help him.” So, we have
already got Guru-God. It is his teachings
and instructions which we discuss and
reflect over at holy congregations. We reflect
over the ‘bani’ (utterances) of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib; we don’t do anything else. If we give
any proof or reference, that is for the
affirmation of the Gurbani teachings, so that
they may become intelligible. We discuss the
lives of great holy personages or saints, so
that we may also endeavour to follow in
their footsteps in our spiritual quest -

‘O my soul or self, contemplate the Lord in
the manner of Dhruva and Prahlad.” P. 337
aH qu€ At AR AR U

g yfusre AfuE afg AR 1

(... to be continued)
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JAPU JI SAHIB
Treasure Eternal

(Continued from P. 85, issue Oct., 2016)

WHS GIH WMHE S1FE Il
WHE 38 WHS UISE I

WHS SHHIH WMHE 3THE I
YMHB ATH MHG STH'S |l
IqT Y Iq =T
IqT T I GeErT I

NNV VN

g FEHIT | IqT =ﬂmgr I
SHT FH FHT BAT
Amul dharam amul diban.
Amul tul amul parwan.

Amul bakhshish amul nishan.

Amul karam amul phurman.

Word meanings:

dharam: Divine Ordinance or law;
Diban: Divine Court; tul: weighing scale;
parvan: weigher or assayer; bakhshish:
Divine mercy; nishan: mark of God’s mercy;
phurman: command; Will of God; amul:
beyond estimation.

Explanation:

The Timeless One’s Ordinance and court
are invaluable. The weighing scale and
measures with which He assesses the good
or evil deeds of men are also invaluable. His
mercy and the marks of His mercy too are
invaluable. His grace and Ordinance too are
invaluable and inestimable.

WHS WHG nifemr & J1E Il
ity nify g9 fae &1E 1

gt STHT ANGHAT T g Il
aifE st & faa e I

Prof. Beant Singh
Mobile - 93160 56182

Amullo-amul akhiya na jaey.
Akh akh rahe liv laey.

Word meanings:
Amullo-amul: invaluable of invaluables;
beyond any reckoning; akhiya na jae: beyond

description; akh akh rahe liv laey: by
repeated estimates they are tired.

Explanation:

The Timeless One is beyond all
estimation and reckoning. Those who

repeatedly try to estimate through
concentration of mind at last get tired and
give up.

wHfg @€ s YIz Il

wrifa UZ Fafa mrE Il

wrifa g9 nrdfa fEe i

nrdfg arft 3 difée i

@l ag are g |l
graEfe g8 g arganr I

qEle |/ gra@re 3 1l
Jgrafg Mar & M |

Akhenh Veda path Puraan.

Akhenh pareh karenh vakhiyan.
Akhenh Barmeh akhenh Ind. Akhenh Gopi
te Govind.

Word meanings:

Akhenh: describe, speak about; Veda
path: Vedic chants; Puraan: Hindu scriptures;
pareh: educated persons, scholars; karenh
vakhian: deliver discourses; Barmeh: many
Brahmas; Ind: God Indra and his likes;
Gopi te Govind: Lord Krishna and his
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beloveds.
Explanation:

Vedic chants and the Puranas try to
make an estimate of the Timeless One but
in vain. Scholars, who discourse to others,
also try to estimate the Lord Creator. Many
Brahmas, Indras, Gopis and Krishnas have
also tried to estimate Lord God.

wfa ERT wrfa g i
wfag &3 &13 59 1

wfa @se mfa €< Il
wHfa Afg 39 HIE 75 A< I
@ A7 rare faer o
ar@re Fd Fa g
q&Ele AT ar@fe 2a |
gr@fe g T giT 57 a8 Il
Akhenh Ishar akhenh sidha.
Akhenh ketey ketey budh.
Akhenh danav akhenh dev.
Akhenh sur nar muni jan sev.

Word meanings:

Ishar: Shiva; Sidha: sages; ketey: many,
countless; budh: men of intellect; danavi :
demons; dev: gods; Sur nar muni jan sev:
Saints, angels, servants and humans.

Explanation:

Discourse about the Timeless One many
Shivas and divines, demons and gods, saints,
angels, servants and humans.

33 »Hfa »yfs yifa i

33 afg afa €fs 6fs mfa i
83 J13 Ifg adfa i

3T wify & Aafad I arE

Fa grafe grafr gy |
Fd Fle Ffe 35 35 anfe |
gd Fid g e |

AT afE T AT FT FT Ul

Ketey akhenh akhan paeh. Ketey kaih

kaih uth uth jaeh. Etey ketey hor kareh.
Ta akh na sakeh kei ke.

Word meanings:

ketey: many persons; akhan paeh: try
to describe, appraise or praise the Lord; uth
uth jaeh: depart from the world while engaged
in this effort; efey ketey: many are the men
created in the world; Ta akh na sakeh kei
ke:Even they cannot estimate the value of the
Lord Creator.

Explanation:

Countless persons are trying to estimate
the value of the Lord Creator. Many
absorbed in this work have departed from
the world without assessing the Lord. Many
are the people created in the world. Even if
God creates many more, they cannot
appraise Him.

A<z g@ 3eF dfE I
a5d A€ AT AfE Il
& nr. ggfearg Il

2

37 fobat fAfg areaT areg I

dag wid dag &ig il
qAE AT |TET A 0

F @ @ Figramg
ar fad@@ falk marT & o

Jewad bhavey tewad hoey.
Nanak janey saacha soey.
Je ko akhey bol vigaarrh.
Ta likhiay gawaran gawaar.

Word-meanings:

Jewad: as big; bhavey: wants; tewad: that
big; hoey: be, become; Saacha: That Eternal
Timeless One; bol vigaarrh: boaster, braggart;

likhiay: is written or regarded; gawaran
gawaar: fool among fools, biggest fool;

Explanation:

O Nanak! God becomes as big as He
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wishes. He spreads His expanse as much as
He wishes. That eternal Lord God Himself
knows how big He is. If some braggart starts
telling that the Timeless One is this much
big, he will be regarded as the biggest fool.

In short, there have been countless
scholars in the world and they will continue
to be born in future also, but neither has any
man been able to give a full account of the
Lord in the past, nor will anyone be able to
do so in times to come. Nobody can count
God’s attributes and the boons He bestows
on the mortals. Innumerable are His
attributes and boons. None other than God
Himself knows this secret. He is beyond
man’s power to assess and appraise.
Arrogant and mean is the man who claims
to have found God’s extent or limit.

Commentary:

There are many things in the world
which have no value, such as the pebbles
lying on the mountains. They are valueless;
anybody may pick them up. But then, there
are some things which none can evaluate,
such as Kohinoor diamond. It is so precious
that nobody can estimate its value. But the
word ‘amulya’ (invaluable), used for God and
His attributes , is different from the above
two meanings. It seems to be like this: A
flower blooms in the forest. After spreading
its fragrance in its surroundings for a day, it
withers away, falls from its branch and
mingles with the earth; it has no value. But
if someone plucks these flowers, strings
them into a garland and sells it in the
market, he gets some price. But this is the
value of his labour. If the perfumer extracts
scent from the flowers, he gets a higher
price. But this again is the value of the
perfumer’s endeavour.

But when does the flower come to be
valued and appreciated? It is when a lover
of beauty gets up early in the morning,
remembers God, engages himself in His
worship and adoration, intoxicated with
ecstasy looks at the Lord’s marvellous
creation, smells the blooming flower, the
scent goes into his head, his eyes close and
he cries out in rapturous delight: “‘Wonderful!
O Lord! wonderful! What a beautiful creation
you have wrought!” It is at this moment that
the flower comes to be really appreciated
and valued.

In ‘Janam Sakhi’ [Life of the Gurus]
there is a story that once Guru Nanak Sahib
gave a ruby to Mardana and sent him to a
city to sell it. To Mardana, a vegetable seller
offered a seer of radishes, a confectioner,
some sweets and a cloth merchant, a yard of
cloth. But when he went to a jeweller named
Salas Rai, he was wonderstruck by the rarity
and beauty of the ruby. His assaying-ability
was frozen for a while and he was overcome
with ecstasy and wonderment. When he
regained senses, he looked at Mardana, made
an offering of Rs.100 to the ruby and said,
‘Brother! this ruby is beyond assessment and
evaluation in terms of rupees. It is
invaluable and priceless. I am offering
Rs.100 for having its glimpse’. When
Mardana went back to Guru Nanak Sahib,
he (Guru Sahib) declined to accept the
offering. In the meantime, Salas Rai came
into Guru Sahib’s presence and submitted:
“Sir, this ruby is so precious that it is beyond
assessment and evaluation. It is sheer
wondrous ecstasy, the giver of bliss. You
yourself are an embodiment of bliss.
Invaluable art thou, beyond all value.” The
mere sight of the ruby sent the jeweller into
ecstasy and filled him with the relish and
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yearning of realizing and glimpsing the
beauty of his own real self. This is the value
which is beyond assessment. This is the
kind of thought and feeling which Guru
Sahib has expressed in this invaluable part
of the stanza. Continue purifying water,
when it becomes absolutely pure, it will not
show any mark of distinctness. If poured into
a pool of pure water; it will become exactly
like it. So, the value of purified water is
pure water. This called
invaluableness.

is what is

Similarly, the sentient being (man) when
shines after becoming absolutely pure
through Name-meditation, Gurbani-recitation
and Gurbani-singing, then he will be valued
as ‘true’; that is, becoming totally like God,
embodiment of truth, the latter will make
him like His own self and absorb in
Himself. Thus, becoming pure ‘truth’, the
‘jeev’ (sentient being) comes to be valued and
appreciated as ‘truth’. The true being
becomes absorbed in the True One, as per
the Gurbani edict:

38 AY fanrfefes Ag i

AHE AT st &g i

Naanak sach dhi-aa-in sach.

‘Saith Nanak: Those that on the holy True

meditate are rendered holy and true.’
(5.G.G.S., P.463)

This is the value of one who is
invaluable, the Lord God,
unhindered true in all the ages, is Himself
invaluable or priceless, as per the Gurbani
edict:

IfT wifu miHsx T HIG & uifemr maifE Il
g afr sgers & gfer 7 argam g |l
Har aap amulak hai mul na paa-i-aa
jaa-ay

‘Invaluable is the Lord;

because

None His worth may estimate.’
(5.G.G.S., P.921)
The attributes of that Invaluable one
are also invaluable, as per the Guru’s edict:
NG & utEint dI=T nHE I
Gifer 7 argdt TUE FHIT
Mol na paa-ee-ai gunah amol.
‘Of His invaluable qualities is the worth
beyond reckoning.’ (5.G.G.S., P.294)

Again says Guru Sahib:
NS nii® & utein @=fv & 8i7 afe Il
gifer i 7 widat FuiiT 7 & g il
Mol amol na paa-ee-ai vanaj na legjai haat.

‘The invaluable virtues are obtained not by

paying any price,
Nor can they be purchased from any shop.”
(5.G.G.S., P.1087)

How are they obtained, then?

= 3 dI= HfE ygnt 7 Af399 Hifa AHTE I

Tor & Tor fafer wigd @ afare AnE

qHATS

Gun tay gun mil paa-ee-ai jay satgur maahi

samaa-ay.

‘Meeting with the virtuous man, virtues are

obtained from him and one merges in the

True Guru.’ (5.G.G.S., P.1087)

So, the virtues or attributes of the Lord

are invaluable. Its commerce or propagation
also becomes invaluable. Its dealers as well
as its treasures are invaluable. Now, those
who come as buyers of this invaluable
should also come by becoming invaluable
themselves. How should they become
invaluable? They should shed self- conceit
and efface themselves through devotion,
worship and humility. They should come
after giving up their notions of honour and
pride. Whether it is practice of austerities
and penances, or offerings or God’s worship
or anything else, they should not offer them
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as the price of acquiring Lord’s attributes.
They should place Name-meditation, hymn-
singing, and Gurbani before the ‘Invaluable
of Invaluables’ like a beggar with his spread
apron. This is approaching the Lord like one
without value or a valueless person.

The question arises: ‘What do these men
who come as valueless, take away from the
Lord?” They take away from the Guru, the
invaluable attribute of ‘truth”:

= 3 = fHfE yeht 7 A3 Hifa AHTE I
Tor & Tor fafer qigd & @fare AnE
dArg

Gun tay gun mil paa-ee-ai jay satgur maahi
samaa-ay.

‘Meeting with the virtuous one, virtues are
obtained from him,

And man merges in the True Guru.’
(5.G.G.S., P.1087)

On obtaining ‘truth’ from the Satguru
(True Guru;

or the Perfect Holy Preceptor), the
mortal wins the Lord God’s pleasure and
favour, and He absorbs the valueless into
Himself. That is why, Guru Sahib says:

WHS WHG nifemr & J1E Il
Jger JGgq AMGIAT T 15 |l
Amullo amul akhiya na jaey.

‘Invaluable are those
who are engaged in God’s devotion;
Invaluable are those
who in Him gain absorption.’(5.G.G.S., P.5)
But, what is this ‘Invaluable’? Guru
Sahib says:

ity nify ga B &fE I
e afa & foa aig il
Aakh aakh rahay liv laa-ay.

‘Invaluable is the Lord;
None can His account fully record.’
(5.G.G.S., P.5)

This ‘Invaluable’ is beyond description.
His shop, weighing scale and weights are
also invaluable. This is not a shop but the
Divine Court bestowing untold gifts. Its king
is ‘Dharam’ (Righteous Judge). The
Invaluable Master of the invaluable is
Himself indescribable. His Name recitation
and contemplation and laudation is the only
path by which the devotee gains absorption
in Him, the wall of untruth is demolished
and becoming true, he merges in the ‘Truth’.

After saying ‘Akhiya na jaey’ (He cannot
be described), Guru Sahib says:

ity nify 99 foe &1e Il

anE aifE 7 ferg @i

Aakh aakh rahay liv laa-ay.

“Those who dare attempt His estimation,

End up in gaining in Him absorption.”

(5.G.G.S., P.5)
The idea is that there are many who try

to describe the Lord and His attributes, but
they cannot describe Him fully. By
discoursing about Him, they cannot find His
extent, as is the Gurbani edict:

wify ga& a3 aat utEt i
aifa g& FHEfa 78 arg 1

Aakh thakay keemat nahee paa-ee.
‘Men are tired of trying to describe the
Lord’s greatness.” (5.G.G.S., P.9)
Anybody, who claims to describe the
Lord fully, will be regarded as the biggest
fool because that Master is infinite, while
the narrator’s knowledge and intellect are
limited, as per the following Gurbani edicts:

G BT MdTH mUg Il
€T Jelg A JUTE
Baabaa alhu agam apaar.

‘Friend! Inaccessible, limitless is the Lord’.
(5.G.G.S., P.53)
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And -

WYE T for SITT I
frAest 39 33 F397 Ul

AT@U FTAT FAT FaRT
awdr w3 @ wsnr i
Aakhan vaalaa ki-aa vaychaaraa.
Siftee bharay tayray bhandaaraa.
‘What can poor man narrate of Thy
greatness?
Of Thy merits are stores full.’
(5.G.G.S., P.9)
So, narrators cannot find the Lord’s
extent, but those who sing the Lord’s
laudations with love and devotion become
absorbed in Him.

These devotees of the ‘Invaluable of
invaluables’ wish to become absorbed in
Him; they do not want to know His extent,
as is the Guru's edict:

WMYHE TH 733 AT wify I fae &1 Il
qT@Ur Fret Fae Aafy snfa & faa @i
Aakhan vaalay jayt-rhay sabh aakh rahay
liv laa-ay.

‘All that play on the mind’s instrument,

in mute ecstasy are expressing their
devotion.’ (8.G.G.S., P.53)

Those who discourse on the Lord to
know His value and extent cannot do so:

nifer g8 JHiz aat uet i
arfa o Fafa T8 aig
Aakh thakay keemat nahee paa-ee.

‘Men are tired of trying to describe the
Lord’s greatness.” (5.G.G.S., P.9)

A3 fad & ugisr

Afg Afs AfE nryfa AfE I
FHAfT fET T arsar

afy gfor gfor grafe @i il

Keemat kinai na paa-ee-aa sabh sun sun
aakhahi so-ay.

‘Yet none His greatness has truly evaluated -
By words is He not exalted.’
(5.G.G.S., P.15)
This subject continues to be dwelt upon
in the next verses from - ‘“Akhahi veda path
puraan’ to ‘Ta likhiai siri gawara gawaru.’

So, the idea is that in the past, there
have been countless scholars in the world
and they will continue to be born in future
also. Neither has anyone been able to
estimate the Lord till now, nor will anyone
be able to do so in future. None can
estimate God’s great attributes and the boons
He is bestowing on human beings. Countless
are His attributes and countless His gifts.
This secret is known to God alone and none
else. Estimation and evaluation of the Lord
Creator is beyond the power of any human
being. He who claims to know the Lord’s
extent and power should be regarded as an
impudent person. In this part of the stanza
have been counted gods, deities, divine men
and scriptures, who in one way or the other,
describe the Lord Creator and give details of
the Creator and His creation, or reveal His
attributes. Guru Sahib is not calling their
utterances bad, but is only pointing out their
incompleteness. He is asserting that Lord
God cannot be described fully. God is
supremely great and is infinite. Therefore,
He alone knows Himself fully, and none
else, as per the Gurbani edict:

3fe & A& 397 a37 a=F T Il
FIg T A0 AW Far Fag @R

Ko-ay na jaanai tayraa kaytaa kayvad
cheeraa.

‘None knows, how much and how great Thy
might or expanse is.” (5.G.G.S., P.9)

(... to be continued)
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