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A/C No. 12861100000005, RTGSY/I FSC Code- PSIB0021286, Branch Code- C1286

A9 8 AT § ST'ac II Hfewr 3AST 3= 3T QU3 wighA™ Gurudwaralshar Parkash
Ratwar a Sahib, P.O. Mullanpur Garibdas. Distt SASNagar (M ohali) - 1409018 Sfam™ A< #t |
HXI Online Hrfem™ 3AET I 3T Hrfem &7 ST fée J2, nmrsr?;rm%wuawra're"\?s
3: +91 98889 10777 'S SMSdEI3T A< |

"WTIH  HTEar 56 wySs 2026



PURSUANT OF GOVT. OF INDIA FCRA GUIDELINES

REGARDING DONATIONS FROM ABROAD
It is for your kind information that Bank Account No. 0779000100179603 earlier opened in Punjab
National Bank, Mullanpur Garibdas, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (Mohali)-140901 for receiving donation from
foreign countries has been changed with immediate effect. Now, FCRA Saving Bank Account for this
purpose has been opened in State Bank of India as per instructions of Govt. of India. Particulars of

the New Account are given below for online transfer of donation amount:
Name of Account — Vishav Gurmat Roohani Mission Charitable Trust

Account No. — 40227222757, Bank - State Bank of India
Branch - New Delhi Main Branch, 11 Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001
Swift Code - SBININBB104, IFSC Code - SBIN0O000691, Branch Code — 00691,
Purpose Code - P1303 (Donations to religious and Charitable Institutions in India)
You are requested that forthwith al donations amounts should be sent to the Trust only through
one of the following banks specified by Govt. of India
LIST OF CORRESPONDENT BANKS

Australia

1. Commonwealth Bank Of Augtralia CTBAAU2S United Kingdom
2. Australia And NewZealand Banking Group Ltd 1. Standard Chartered Bank SCBLGB2L

ANZBAU3M 2. Couttsand Company COUTGB22
3. National Australia Bank Ltd NATAAU33 3. National Westminster Bank Plc
4. Westpack Banking Corporation WPACAU2F (NatWestBank)

Canada NWBKGB2L

1. SBI Canada Bank SBINCATX 4. Royal Bank of Scotland Plc RBOSGB2L
2. Canadian Imperial Bank Of Commerce CIBCCATT 5. Barclays Bank PICBARCGB22
3. Bank Of Montreal BOFMCAM2 6. HSBC Bank Plc MIDLGB22
4. Royal Bank Of Canada ROYCCAT2 7. Lloyds Bank PlcLOYDGB2L
5. The Toronto Dominion Bank TDOMCATT 8. State Bank of India (UK)Ltd.SBOIGB2L
6. The Bank Of Nova Scotia (SCOTIA BANK)

United States
NOSCCATT Camany . Fifth Third Bank FTBCUS3C
L. Commerze bank AGCOBADEFF . HSBC Bank USA National Association MRMDUS33
- DZ Bank AG Deutsche Zentral-Genos . Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas BK TRUS33
GE_NODE_FF . Wells Fargo Bank National Association WFBIUS6S

- Bayerische Landes bank BYLADEMM . State Bank of India (California) SBCAUS6L

- Landes bank Baden Wurttemberg SOLADEST - The Bank of New York Melon IRVTUS3N

- Norddeutsche Landes bank Girozen trale . PNC Bank National Association PNCCUS33
NOLADE2H . BOKF National Association BAOK US44

- Deutsche Bank AGDEUTDEFF 10. MUFG Union Bank National Association BOFCUS33

N

o0k, w
O©CoOoO~NOOOUTE, WDNPE

~

8. HSBCT rinkaus & Burkhadt AGTUBDDEDD 11. Bank of America National Association BOFAUS3N
_ _ _ Italy 12. Key bank National Association KEYBUS33
1. Credit Agricolel talia S)ACRPPIT2P 13. US Bank National Association USBK US44
2. Intesa Sanpaolo Sp ABCITITMM 14. Citi bank NACITIUS33
3. Unicredit SPAUNCRITMM 15. JP Morgan Chase Bank National Association
4. Banca Popolaredi Sondrio Societa Cooper ativa CHASUS33
per Azioni POSOIT22 16. The Northern Trust Company CNORUS44

5. BPERB anca Sp ABPMOIT22

In case you want to send donations by cheque, please send it to the Trust along with Donor’s ID Proof &

Address Proof at the address : Gurdwara Isher Parkash, Ratwara Sahib, (Near New Chandigarh), P.O Mullanpur
Garibdas, Distt. S.A.S Nagar (Mohali)-140901, Punjab (India)

For any query, please contact Mobile No. 98889-10777. Email id : gurmukh4l124@gmail.com
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Faret fifet YASK T &H YAt
200/- 500/- 45. g9H I3 AT 20/-
200/- 35/- 46. v ag afger 30/-
400/- 400/- 47, 7 X Hfs 39 ot UISI3 30/-
400/- 48. g 3w #H Hfs€ 10/-
150/- 30/- 49, g ger fRw gaeg 10/-
55/-  60/- 50. 3 m3ECl 20/-
40/- 60/- 51. WMSHS II& (3 famrrs Fa1 - 5) 150/-
50/- 50/- 52. 33 3T &t fgg AETEL...
10/- 53. 9 Hal
10/- 54. forot Hai & gaH fams
60/- 70/- 55. War QuT Saw9
30/- ] )
20/~ 15/- English Version Price
100/- 1. Baisakhi (&rAmdt) 5/-
200/- 100/ 2- How Rend The Veil of Untruth (fa= 3% 32 ufe) 70/-
50/- 3. Discourses on the Beyond - 1(83 w@iH st 31 - 1) 50}
30/- 4. Discourses on the Beyond - 2(83 nf@iH &t sar - 2) 50f-
10/- 5. Discourses on the Beyond - 3('3 nEiH ot AT - 3) 50
40/- 10/~ 6 Discourses on the Beyond - 4(F3 YETH ot T - 4) 60[
10/- 7. Discourses on the Beyond - 5(=' nEiH &t Far - 5) 60
90/- 8. The way to the imperceptible (widH widigsd B HrIar) 8(f-
90/- 9. The Lights Immortal (HT #3%) 20/-
200/ 10. Transcendental Bliss (¥8%& ufas Ao &) 70/-
11. How to Know Thy Real Self-(Vol-1) (f&= rAfgnirar 3€h) 80
50/- 12. How to Know Thy Real Self-(Vol-2) (fxg mfgnrar Jgha) 80
100/- 13. How to Know Thy Real Self-(Vol-3) (fg= Afenirar gghr)110f
14. The Dawn of Khalsa Ideals 10/-
60/- 15. A Glimpse of His Holiness - Baba ji 5/-
16. Divine Word Contemplation Path (F9f3 mafe Hraan) 150/~
300/~ 17. The Story of Immortality (®HI arrgr) 260/—
300/- 18.  Why not thy contemplate the Lord? (fiHe3 ar &d1'?) 200/—
300/- Budas yrsat iy Mt wahorese,dF 7t &%
35/- 397ee IOt 93T Avfow 3* Haer Aae ¢
250/~ 7t 29Ae © z g fAdt wfenr aut
300/- gger & NHufes d97 9417214391,
S0 9417214379, 8437812900 3 Hfes & Aae 1
500/- Al/c Name : VGRMCT / Atam Marg Magazine
60/~ Punjab & Sind Bank - S/B A/C No. 12861100000008
50/- RTGSI/IFSC Code - PSIB0021286, Branch Code - C1286
480/- Our Address: Gurdwara Ishar Parkash,
120/- Ratwara Sahib,
o ( New Chandigarh) P.o. Mullanpur Garibdas
10/- Teh. Kharar, Distt. SA.S Nagar (Mohali)
100/- \_ 140901, Pb. India

'"MTIH HTIA'

58 wySs 2026



The Miracle

During the period of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, the Hindus in India had lost their
precious self-respect and just pride. They
were thoroughly demoralised and
groaning in misery. According to
historians, this decline did not start all of
a sudden. All the blame cannot be laid
at the foreigners' door. In fact, this
decline started during the time of King
Harsh Vardhan. The rigorous caste
system, lack of mutual co-operation,
supremacy of blind faith and strict
ritualism devised by the priestly class
had enfeebled and debilitated India's
population completely. Whatever little
strength and self-respect was left in them
was destroyed by the Muslim rulers.
Such were the conditions during the time
of Guru Nanak Sahib :

“The dark-age is the scalpel, the kings
are the butchers, and righteousness has
taken wings and flown.

In this no-moon night of falsehood, the
moon of truth is not seen to rise
anywhere.

In my search, I have become bewildered.
In darkness, I find no path.

By taking pride, the mortal bewails in
pain.

Says Nanak, by what means can the
mortal be delivered ?"

(Slok, First Guru, Guru Granth Sahib, P.
145)

of Baisakhi

Sant Waryam Singh Ji

There were several other reasons also
for the invading bands to destroy and
degrade the non-Muslim population.
Jazia (a tax) was levied only on the
Hindus. Armed forces had laid siege of
village after village in Punjab, and there
were no signs of their early freedom.
None heard their plea for justice against
loot and extortion. So the common
masses thought that embracing Islam was
in their interest. Jazia was levied on the
Hindus on the ground that they should
fund the expenditure incurred on
protecting their lives. In such
circumstances, there was large scale
conversion of religion from Hinduism to
Islam. The Hindus were not given any
high official positions. The non-Muslim
population here was considered very low
and inferior. Almost all Rajputs in the
West Punjab gave up Hinduism and
embraced Islam. Qualities like just pride,
self-respect and self-confidence had
almost disappeared in the native
population. Major Hindu tribes, such as
Siyal, Sarhang, Waliay, Bahliay, Bakan,
Hakan, Khokhar, Dhudhi, Tiwaiay,
Kharal, Maral, Bhati etc., had collectively
changed over to Islam.

Kings like Allauddin demolished
Hindu temples and broke idols. Broken
idols were made weights of measure and
given to the shopkeepers for weighing

‘Atam Marg’

59

Apr. 2026



food-grain etc. The Hindus were
forbidden to wear good dresses and ride
good mounts. Separate taxes were levied
for undertaking pilgrimages. The Sidhs
(divines) and yogis, the spiritual leaders
of that time, renounced their homes and
hearths, went to the mountain tops or to
the temples and moved about in groups
of Sadhus (holymen) who made and kept
fires to practice austerities. These bands
did not engage themselves in any work
for their livelihood; rather they were a
big burden on the people. Criticising
their traditional practice and way of life,
Guru Nanak Sahib says :

“Yoga is not in the patched coat, nor is
Yoga in staff, nor is Yoga in smearing the
body with ashes;

Yoga consists not in ear-rings, nor in
shaven head, nor is Yoga even in the
blowing of horn. Abide pure amidst the
worldly impurities. Thus shalt thou find
the way to Yoga.”

(First Guru, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, P.
730)

In this sorry state, the Hindu society
was ridden by many divisive forces, such
as caste system, high and low and
untouchability. Instead of living in God’s
Will, people visited the yogis (ascetics),
and the sorcerers. They asked them about
good and bad omens and hoped for joy
through witchcraft. It appeared as if the
vast body of the Hindu society was
suffering from countless maladies and
the life-blood in its veins was flowing
haltingly. In a way, this society lay
virtually prostrate on the earth and no
will to rise and struggle ever rose in the
people. The sense of self-respect was
totally destroyed. Ishwar (God) who

could help the people, had been
vivisected (divided) into gods and
goddesses. They made idols of these
gods and goddesses and sought help
from them for their welfare. The
darkness of ignorance had enveloped
them completely. In comparison, the
Islam firmly believed in only one God.
The Muslims considered Hazrat
Mohammed Sahib only a prophet and
messenger of Allah (God). Their religious
beliefs were on a firm footing. On the
other hand, the Hindu beliefs were
shaky, insecure and powerless. During
this period, as a result of the Islamic
beliefs' total allegiance to Allah (God),
many Sufi pirs (Muslim holymen)
appeared on the stage of the world,
whose tales naturally charm and fascinate
us even today. Sufi Saint Sheikh Farid’s
attaining to the high position of the
Satguru (True Teacher or Preceptor) with
the inclusion of his verses in Sri Guru
Granth Sahib was due to his firm belief
in Allah (God). These pirs (saints)
through their teachings converted many
Hindus to Islam. Painting a picture of
the contemporary Hindu society,
historians have stated that it (Hindu
society) had totally sunk into
degradation. They have also stated that
this decline started with that period of
King Harsh Vardhan’s reign when the
Brahmins led the society and ritualism
and untouchability were in a
predominant position. The Brahmins laid
great stress on ritualism as a result of
which all the energy of the people of
India, Deccan and East India in
particular, came to be frittered away on
intellectually meaningless and absurd
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customs and superstitions. Those who
introduced ritualism did so for their own
selfish interests; that is, the Brahmins
wanted to perpetuate their leadership of
the society. In such a time, naturally
people’s intellect became feeble. Lacking
vigour, it began to rust. Whatever little
strength was left in it was destroyed by
rigorous social customs; so much so, that
people consulted astrologers in matters of
food, dress, sowing and reaping crops ,
and deciding dates of marriages. There
was discrimination between high and
low castes. Concern for the country’s
progress and defence was totally
destroyed. While arranging marriages,
matrimonial alliance with a totally
unknown family was considered better
than with an acquainted one. Man had
full freedom to keep more than one wife.
He could marry a number of women in
the normal course. But woman was under
a strict obligation to marry only one man.
She was not permitted even to praise a
man other than her husband. ‘Sati’
(burning oneself alive at the funeral pyre
of one’s husband) was a common
practice. When the husband died, the
wife had to immolate herself at her
husband’s funeral pyre. The widow’s
plight used to be very miserable. She
spent her life in utter misery.

Similarly, there was the practice of
‘Jauhar’ (a self-sacrificing ceremony by
women folk of Rajput warriors in the
medieval times). In this ceremony, a big
fire was lit and women jumped into it
and burnt themselves to death. Girls
were married off at a tender age. Untold
riches were offered in the temples.
Mahmood, while describing the amounts

of his loots, has stated at one place that
once he looted 70,000 maunds (a unit
equal to 82.28 pounds) of gold and silver
from a single temple. When such were
the conditions prevailing in the country,
Guru Nanak Sahib undertook his
‘“udasis’ (long travels) all over the world
for the salvation of suffering humanity
and preached his message of one-ness of
God (Advait) (Who manifests Himself in
numerous forms) at famous ‘maths’
(monasteries), Muslim hermitages, holy
places, mosques, temples etc. The
conditions of those times were so
deplorable and despicable that they
connot be described. According to Lala
Daulat Rai, in his 'Life story of Sri Guru
Gobind Singh', "Thousands of men and
women were beheaded daily with the
rising of the sun. There was much blood-
shed and countless men and women
were made slaves. They were deprived of
their homes. The situation had come to
such a sad pass that sometimes they were
obliged to offer their beautiful daughters
and handsome sons as gifts to the rulers.
The Hindus were forbidden to ride a
horse. They could not tie white turban
and were obliged to sport only red
turban. If the Muslim rulers happened to
take fancy to a Hindu's orchard, home
and goods, they acquired them forcibly.
Beautiful Hindu girls and women were
taken away by force and married. If they
saw a good book of Hindus, it was burnt
to ashes. Temples and Shivalas (temples
dedicated to Lord Shiva) were being
converted into mosques. The Hindus
were often sentenced to death if they
refused to change their faith and embrace
Islam. If there was a good ‘hakeem’
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(physician practising Unani system of
medicine), he was converted to Islam. A
Brahmin was a great scholar and player
of chess. When he defeated the ‘nawab’
(a highranking feudal title; governor) the
latter ordered that the Brahmin should be
converted to Islam. If in a wrestling
match between a Hindu and Muslim, the
former happened to win, he too was
converted to Islam."

In such a state, Guru Nanak Sahib
emanated the light of truth and dispelled
darkness and ignorance from the world.
Suffering many physical tortures, the
Fifth Guru made the supreme sacrifice
and taught the world to remain fearless
and dauntless in the face of tyranny. At
Delhi, Guru Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his
life in defence of human freedom and
‘tilak’ (mark made on forehead as a mark
of caste) and ‘janju’ (sacred thread worn
by upper caste Hindus as mark of
initiation). The Tenth Guru, seeing the
sinking state of Hindu society for the last
seven or eight hundred years, talked of
human rights and took many steps to rid
the people of numerous failings that had
crept into them. He had to fight many
battles against the Hindu Rajas (rulers)
who were the followers of the Mughals,
but it was always truth that triumphed
and they (the Hindu rulers) were
defeated. The pressing need of the hour
was to organize such an everlasting order
of men who should have all the
attributes of saints, who should see the
light of one Waheguru (God) shining
through all creation, who should seek to
remove all the sorrows of the world and
whose goal should be :-

“He within whose mind is the True
Name, who with his mouth utters the
True Name and who beholds no other
but the unique Lord,

Nanak, these are the qualities of the man
who knows God.”

(Fifth Guru, Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
Sukhmani P. 272)

He should fully know the ecstasy
resulting from self-realization and being
the worshipper of the Englightened One,
he should be completely disinterested in
ritualism, superstitions, austerities,
visiting places of pilgrimage, memorials
built at the sites of cremation and
cremation grounds and should be the
worshipper of one Light (God) that
moves every where as -

“There is only one Light that
shines in the whole universe.
Neither is it less, nor more, nor
does it increase or decrease.”
(Akal Ustat)

Such an ideal should be brought into
the world that, getting embodied in every
human being, may spread the light of
happiness (felicity) and knowledge. He
should be kind, forgiving, forbearing, non-
violent, contented, modest, given to service
and charity, sweet-tongued, far-sighted,
seeking partnership with all, capable of
removing injustice, sharing his wealth or
produce with others, doing honest labour
and always lost in meditating on God.
His conduct in the world should be one of
non-attachment or renunciation. His chief
occupation should be loving worship of
God and his faith should be born out of
complete knowledge. This ideal Order of
men should neither cause suffering to any
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one, nor should it let anyone persecute
others. A man of this Order should be
absolutely fearless. While doing noble
deeds, he should neither fear, nor frighten
others. Darkness of ignorance should have
disappeared from his mind. He should be
capable of seeing the whole world as a
manifestation of God. He should be
physically healthy. He should not
renounce the world out of sorrow and
frustration. He should accept God’s Will
and go through joys and sorrows of the
world stoically. He should be eveready to
remove the sufferings of the people. He
should be always trying to remove social
evils. He should respect all religions of the
world. It was thought very essential to
create such a pure man (Khalsa). With this
goal in mind, the Baisakhi of 1699 was
chosen. This day of Baisakhi is of great
significance in Sikh history. It was on a
Baisakhi day that Guru Nanak Sahib
started his travels for the emancipation of
mankind. Again, it was on a Baisakhi
that the digging for the baoli (a well
with steps leading down to water level)
at Goindwal Sahib was undertaken, and
water too was filled in it on a Baisakhi.
Guru Harkrishan Sahib also passed away
on a Baisakhi and the Tenth Guru chose
the Baisakhi of 1699 to create ‘Khalsa’
(the super man). On that day, addressing
a mammoth gathering, Guru Sahib,
holding a glistening sword in his hand,
said in a stentorian voice: “For the
sacrificial fire (yagya) of India’s freedom,
I need the head of a beloved Sikh of
mine. He should come to me and offer
his head.” Bhai Daya Ram, a resident of
Lahore, who was always lost in his love
for the Tenth Guru, approached him and

offered his head. He submitted : “True
king! I have nothing that I can call my
own. My body, my mind, my intellect
and my ego are mine only in name. But
by having already offered all these at
your hallowed feet, I have merged my
being in thine. Kindly accept it as your
sacred trust and use it as you will.”

Guru Sahib held him by the hand &
took him into the tent and severed his
head from the body. Another head was
demanded in the same stentorian voice.
This time Bhai Dharam Chand presented
himself before the Guru and submitted:

"Kindly accept it as your sacred trust
with me, said Bhai Dharam Chand.” On
the third occasion, Himmat Chand, on
the fourth, Mohkam Chand, and on the
fifth, Sahib Chand, came into the
presence of Guru Sahib. After having
accepted five heads, Guru Sahib did not
ask for the sixth. He was immensely
delighted, and addressing the
congregation, said, "During the time of
Guru Nanak Sahib, only Bhai Lehna
passed the test of Sikhism and emerged
as Guru Angad Dev Sahib. But during
the present terribly trying time, five
beloved Sikhs have passed the test.”

The Tenth Guru joined the heads of
the five Gursikhs with their torsos with
his own blessed hands, and on hearing
his command they got up and paid
obeisance to him. Guru Sahib prepared
the baptismal nectar (amrit) with his
two-edged sword (khanda) and made the
five Beloved Ones partake of it with his
own hands, gifted them with the “mool
mantra’ (opening verses of Japji Sahib)
and ‘Gurmantra’ (initiatory shabad) He
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also revealed to them all the secrets of
reaching the ‘Dasam Duar’ [the tenth
door] through reflection on the “Shabad’.
By bestowing on them the treasure of
"Brahmgyan’ (knowledge of Brahma - the
Creator), the Guru transformed them
from men into God.

Thus Guru Sahib made Bhai Daya
Chand, a Kashatriya from Lahore, Bhai
Daya Singh, and Bhai Dharam Chand, a
Jat from Delhi, Bhai Dharam Singh. Bhai
Himmat Chand, who had come from
Jaganath Puri in Orissa, a thousand miles
away, was made Bhai Himmat Singh;
Bhai Mokham Chand, who had come
from Kathiawar in Gujrat, 1100 miles
away, was made Bhai Mohkam Singh,
and Bhai Sahib Chand, of Mysore, who
too had travelled a thousand miles to
reach Anandpur Sahib, was made Bhai
Sahib Singh and merging them all in his
own self commanded that they were his
image:

"The Khalsa is fashioned in my own

characteristic image.

In the Khalsa do | abide."

(Sarb Loh Granth)

Thereafter, the Guru himself asked
for the gift of ‘amrit’ (baptismal nectar)
and from Gobind Rai he emerged into
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji. The secret of
why, after having offered ‘amrit’ to the
five Beloved Ones, the Guru himself
requested for 'amrit' and partook of it, is
known to Guru Sahib himself. We
cannot say anything about it. He was all
powerful, as he was the chief protagonist
of this act of 'Bachitra Natak' (Wonderful
Drama). Bhai Gurdas Singh describes
this incident as follows :

"At a congregation of the truthful,
the True Lord set up his throne.
Nanak, who was fearless and invisible
God himself, sported in the company of
the divines.
The Guru contemplated on ‘Kalka’
(Timeless God), for time it was to weild
the 'khanda' [two edged-sword, one for
destroying human failings of kaam
(sexual appetite), krodh (anger), lobh
(greed), moh (attachment) and ahankar
(haughtiness), and the other to destroy
the wicked].
'Partake of pahul (baptismal nectar)
prepared with the two-edged sword to
make life worthwhile', said he.
The Guru transformed the ‘sangat’
(congregation) into Khalsa putting the
egoists (mind-wards) in a dilemma.
All glory to Gobind Singh, both Guru
and disciple."

(Vaar 41/1 Bhai Gurdas Singh)

Then Guru Sahib said that from that
day onwards, by becoming the Khalsa,
they had merged into his being, and he
was in them and they were in him, and
they should recite Gurbani. Thereafter,
the Guru instructed them about their
conduct and behaviour:

“Rehat (the Sikh code of conduct) is dear
to me, and not the Sikh.”
(Rehatnama, Bhai Desa Singh)

“One who follows ‘rehat’ is my Sikh.
He is my master, and 1, his disciple.
One who does not follow 'rehat'
cannot be called a Sikh.

One who does not abide by 'rehat’

is turned from door to door.

One who does not follow 'rehat'

can never find joy and peace.
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Therefore, a Sikh should strictly abide by
'rehat'.” (Rehatnama, Bhai Desa Singh Ji)

The Guru further said: “ I left my
utterly blissful state of God’s worship
and assumed a physical form in order to
propagate and perpetuate the ideal of the
Khalsa in the world. Today I have
transformed you into my image to
disseminate this ideal for universal
happiness and to dispense the gift of
perfect knowledge (of God) in the world.
Like the perfect Satguru (True Preceptor)
you have the capacity to bestow the gifts
of Divine Name (Naam) and knowledge
upon the people.” The edict that he
issued then was:

"The Khalsa is my dear family.

Through the Khalsa am I liberated.

The Khalsa is my body and soul.

The Khalsa is the life of my life.

My honour and importance lie rightly in
the Khalsa.

The Khalsa is my only goal.

The Khalsa abides with me always.

My physical form and breath are in the
Khalsa.

The Khalsa is my duty and action.

The Khalsa holds the secret of my
innermost being.

The Khalsa is my perfect Satguru.

The Khalsa is the gentleman soldier.
The Khalsa is my knowledge and
wisdom.

Of the Khalsa do I always think.

The Khalsa’s glory is beyond words.
One tongue of mine cannot fully describe
the Khalsa.

The description of the Khalsa defies my
intelligence.

There is not an iota of untruth in what I

have stated.
Parbrahm (God), Guru Nanak is my
witness.”

(Sarb Loh Granth)

On that occasion, the Guru also
commanded the Sikhs not to worship
anyone except ‘Akal Purkh’ :

“Day and night shall the Khalsa
contemplate

on the Living Light (God).

He shall worship only one God and
none else,

In whom he shall have perfect love and
confidence."

Not even by mistake shall he visit
graves, cremation places and monasteries
for worship. He shall not visit places of
pilgrimage, give alms ritually and suffer
austerities. None but one God shall he
recognise. When the Perfect Light abides
in him, he shall become the purest of the
pure. In this way, the Guru gave to the
world a new ideal in the form of the
Khalsa for affording perennial joy to the
people. This Khalsa is free from sham
and superstition. Being distinct from the
rest of the world, Guru Sahib has
fashioned him in his perfect image and
filled him with his perfect spiritual
strength (soul power). He has also
declared that so long as the Khalsa
remains true to the ideal, he (the Guru)
will continue to bestow on him all his
effulgence (glory). When he falls a prey
to shams and illusions and loses his
distinctness from superstitions and
fallacies, and reverting to ritualism,
develops a narrow outlook of high and
low, gets enmeshed in the shackles of
caste system, and falling from his ideal,
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renounces it for his selfish interests, then
he (The Guru) shall deprive him of all
his glory and splendour:

“The Khalsa is God’s own army.
The Khalsa has emerged as a result of
God'’s Will.
So long as the Khalsa maintains his
distinctness,
I shall grant him all my glory.
When he strays and treads another path,
He shall lose all my confidence.”

(Sarb Loh Granth)

Addressing the congregation on that
historic occasion, Guru Sahib said: ’
Guru Khalsa Ji ! The Khalsa’s status is
eminent because, renouncing his ego, he
has fully merged into the Guru. He will
go about in the world enjoying spiritual
ecstasy. He will enjoy the status of
Waheguru (God) and Guru (preceptor).

“The true Khalsa is one who experiences
the ecstasy of self-realisation.

There is no difference between God, I and
him.” (Sarb Loh Granth)

With the creation of the Khalsa
(superman) on this day of Baisakhi, the
dark chapter in the history of India was
ended. On this day, after thousands of
years, a complete man emerged on the
stage of the world who was honoured
with the name of the Khalsa. On this
day, a complete or perfect man was
created. Before the emergence of the
Khalsa, man was divided into five parts.
He could not be called a complete man
because the task of instruction was in the
hands of the Brahmin.The Brahmin’s job
was to give alms or accept alms; to
perform yagyas and get them performed;
to learn scriptures and to teach them.

These six tasks were entrusted to him.
The Kshatriya used to be the land-owner,
and lower sections of society tilled his
land and gave him a part of the produce
in a fixed ratio. His sacred duty was to
lay down his life while defending his
kingdom and country. It was believed
that he attained heaven when he became
a martyr in the battle-field. Similarly, the
Vaish caste comprised workers. They
reared cattle, did trade and commerce
and visited places in and outside the
country to sell the goods produced by
them. They earned wealth and filled the
king's coffers by paying taxes.

The Sudras' duty was to work for the
other three sections of society like a
servant. Their job was only to serve the
superior castes, in return for which they
were given a part of income earned by the
high castes from their land and business.
Man was divided to such an extent that
among the Sudras there was a section
whose touch was not defiling or
contaminating. Another section was of
those whose touch was polluting. If one
happened to come across them in the
morning before starting the day’s work,
it was a matter of great concern and
anxiety. They were forbidden God’s
worship, recitation of scriptures and
visiting temples and monasteries. If by
chance, a Sudra happened to utter the
word ‘Onkar’ (the formless God), his
tongue was severed.

Guru Nanak Sahib totally rejected
the caste-system. The Brahmin who
contemplated ‘Brahma’ (the creator) was
called a superior Brahmin. The teaching
of that pandit who realised God within
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himself was accepted. A Khatri was one
who was brave in deeds. While
honouring the so-called low castes, Guru
Nanak Sahib says:

“Nanak seeks the company of those who
are of low caste among the lowly, nay,
rather the lowest of the low. Why should
he (he has no desire to) rival the lofty?”

(Sri Guru Granth Sahib, P. 15)

A householder was admired and
honest labour was considered most
sacred:

“He alone is the householder, who checks
his passions and begs from the Lord
meditation, hard toil and self-restraint.
He, who with his body, gives in charity
and alms all he can;

That householder is pure like the Ganges
water.” (Sri Guru Granth Sahib, P. 972)

The illusion of caste system was
totally dispelled from the mind of man.
Sikhism took such a revolutionary step
that all human beings, irrespective of
their religion, caste, high and low
position, riches and poverty, were seated
in one row and served food. Partaking of
food in this manner was considered a
mark of purity and holiness. Great
emperors like Akbar and other rich men
took food by sitting in a row before
going into the Guru’s presence. Similarly,
by removing the suffocating burden of
rituals and ceremonies, loosening the
hold of astrologers and planets, false
notions about months, seasons and
auspicious times,

The Tenth Guru fully revealed man’s
humanity, and transforming him into
Khalsa imbued him with the ideals of
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaish, Sudra and

saints and sages. The Gursikh, playing
the Brahmin's role, reads Gurbani
himself and urges others to read it.

As a Kshatriya, he never allows
oppression of the poor. He struggles for
his rights from the ruler. He does not
permit the enemy to cast an evil glance
on his country.

As a Vaish, he visits places both at
home and abroad for trade, commerce
and employment. While on one hand, he
earns wealth, on the other, as a preacher
he spreads the message of Sikhism.

As a Sudra, he considers service the
holiest of actions because he firmly
believes that -

“ In this world perform Lord’s service.
Then shalt thou get a seat in Master’s
court, and swing thy arm (happily), says
Nanak.”

(Sri Guru Granth Sahib, P. 26)

The Tenth Guru merged all these
four castes in the physical being of the
Khalsa, and above all, by making him a
great man of action, lifted him far above
saints and sages.

My dear! comprehend this ideal,
don’t try to confine it in the strait-jacket
of traditional practices. It is a symbol of
universal life. Try to propagate it in all
countries and languages. By just
becoming a Khalsa yourself does not do
much good. If a man of low and
depraved character uses the word
‘Khalsa” with his name, it gets polluted.
Avoid these failings and propagate the
great ideals enshrined in Sri Guru
Granth Sahib all over the world, and
with this humble request I conclude my

discourse. N
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